
Register Now!

Register Now!

NOVEMBER 2025 NEWSLETTER
THE NEW YORK STATE ASSOCIATION FOR RURAL HEALTH 

Senator Patricia M. McGee
Co-Awards

Dr. Gary Ogden Rural Health
Practitioner of the Year Award

Outstanding Rural Health
Program

View from the Hill: Updates on Rural Health Policy Webinar

This session will provide a Federal update from both Congress and the Trump
Administration in order to keep rural health leaders knowledgeable about how

national policies might impact their provision of health care.

When: Nov 20, 2025
Time: 1 PM 

Where: Zoom

Congratulations to our Rural Health Awardees!

Join Us at Awards Ceremony

This award ceremony honors individuals, organizations and programs that have
dedicated themselves to make an impact on Rural Health. These awardees

showcase for us what kinds of innovative ideas and passion make an enormous
impact on Rural Health. Join us today to celebrate their achievements. 

When: Nov 20, 2025
Time: 10 AM 
Where: Zoom

Lynda Battaglia John Sarnicola Sue Ackerman

Jefferson-BOCES

Rural Health Day is almost here! 
NYSARH Members , are you celebrating? We’d love to see  how you’re recognizing Rural Health Day
in your community. Share your events, stories, and photos with us at info@nysarh.org so we can
highlight all the great work you do

https://nysarh.wildapricot.org/event-6303688
https://nysarh.wildapricot.org/event-6414406
mailto:info@nysarh.org


Learn More

In September 2025, NYSARH published a new report, the Statewide Aggregate Rural Health Needs Assessment:
Mental Health and Wellbeing (SARHNA), the first statewide synthesis of local planning documents to create a
comprehensive picture of rural behavioral health needs across all 44 rural counties of New York.

Now, we'd like to hear from you, our members, about your experiences and priorities related to mental health and
wellbeing in the rural communities where you live or serve. Many factors influence rural mental health and
wellbeing--together, these focus groups will help us identify a priority area to focus our collaborative efforts in 2026.

In each session, we'll:
Review the major themes found in the SARHNA
Reflect on which themes most resonate as priority areas
Share ideas on potential opportunities to make progress on improving mental health and wellbeing in rural
communities

Our virtual focus group series will offer two sessions in November and two in December: 
November:

Thursday, 11/13/2025, 12-1:30PM
Friday, 11/14/2025, 9-10:30AM

December:
Wednesday, 12/03/2025, 12-1:30PM
Thursday, 12/04/2025, 9-10:30AM

We hope you'll join us for one of these sessions and share your thoughts to help inform our future collaborative
efforts!

Please note: these focus group sessions will be recorded and transcribed for analysis and reporting purposes.
Recordings will only be accessible by members of NYSARH's focus group planning team and will not be made
publicly available.

Register 

Members
Only! 
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November 2025
Caring for the Caregiver webinar, 11/18, 9-10AM (Zoom)

Provided by: Hudson Mohawk AHEC
Contact: kowens@hmahec.org
Registration:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/O4RGB3IWQma-
i9l9dNL0rA

Beyond Aging: Recognizing Possible Signs of Dementia in
Older Adults in Rural Areas, webinar, 11/18, 12-1PM (Zoom)

Registration:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IR2g8kQUT3SxpLNx78f
wnQ

Rural Mental Health & Wellbeing Focus Group Series

Are you a NYSARH member representing a Rural Health Network or other rural community-
based organization in New York State? If so, we invite you to join us in a series of virtual focus
groups on mental health and wellbeing in New York's rural communities.

http://nysarh.org/oars
https://nysarh.wildapricot.org/event-6420459
https://nysarh.wildapricot.org/event-6420459
mailto:kowens@hmahec.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/O4RGB3IWQma-i9l9dNL0rA
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/O4RGB3IWQma-i9l9dNL0rA
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IR2g8kQUT3SxpLNx78fwnQ
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IR2g8kQUT3SxpLNx78fwnQ


Topics for Presentation
The Public Health Partnership Conference seeks presentations on the topics listed below with suggested areas noted.
Presentations are encouraged that address innovative interventions, best practices, and achievements under these
topics:

Workforce and Leadership Development
Communication Strategies and Making the Case for Public Health Practice

Return on Investment for Public Health
Use of Data, Technology and AI in Public Health Practice

Digital Inclusion/equity for diverse populations (focus on digital health literacy)
Collaborative Local Partnerships to Drive Health Outcomes
Environmental Health Equity and Preparedness - Prevention and Implementation

Climate and Health to Improve the Lives of Communities
Focus on Prevention Agenda Priority Areas
Policy into Practice: Focus on Implementing Public Health Policy

*Other areas of public health may also be submitted but priority will be given to those meeting the above topic areas.

Abstract Submission
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Call for Abstracts

This year's theme is "Advancing Health Equity Together Through Innovation and Communication"

Abstracts are due by 11:59 P.M. Thursday, November 13, 2025

We’re proud that our board
chair, Ali Coates, will be
among the presenters at
this important statewide

gathering focused on
improving access, quality,

and outcomes for rural
New Yorkers.

Register

https://app.oxfordabstracts.com/auth?redirect=/events/76180/committee/decisions/submissions
https://mhanys.org/uncategorized/2025_health_equity_summit/


Learn More
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Rural Research & Policy Fellowship
The New York State Association for Rural Health welcomes applicants for its
Research and Policy (RaP) Fellowship program. This program introduces
graduate students and early professionals to rural health issues and engages
them in advocacy activities.

During their fellowship, RaP participants receive education about rural health
equity, the legislative process in New York State, and effective advocacy
practice. They have the opportunity to work with NYSARH mentors and to
participate in NYSARH’s legislative action work during budget season.

Benefits
This year’s NYSARH Fellows will receive:

A one-year membership to NYSARH
 Public Health Partnership Conference registration and hotel (April 2026 in
Lake Placid, NY)
 NYSARH Rural Health Symposium registration and hotel (September 2026,
Clayton, NY)
We cannot guarantee funding at this time, but we are applying for funds to
award to this year's Fellows. We hope to provide $500 per month for 8 months
to support Fellows' work in this program

The New York State Office of Mental Health (OMH) is conducting
its annual Statewide Town Hall with Commissioner Ann Sullivan,
M.D. presenting and taking feedback on the future of New York
State’s public mental health system, on Wednesday, December
3, 2025, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
 
OMH is dedicated to providing individuals and families access to
quality, integrated services and supports that foster recovery
and well-being. Public input is crucial in assisting the agency in
meeting the needs of all of the people we serve. All comments
will be reviewed and considered pursuant to Section 5.07 of the
New York State Mental Hygiene Law.
 
Accessible In-Person and via Livestream
This year’s town hall will be held in person in the Bulmer
Telecommunications Center at Hudson Valley Community
College in Troy. Additionally, there is an option to join virtually
via livestream.
 
Register below using the corresponding link to your preferred
attendance option:
Register to Attend In-Person
Register to Attend Virtually via Livestream
 
If you require any special accommodations to participate in the
event or have any questions, please contact us at
planning@omh.ny.gov by November 19, 2025.
 

Deadline: November 30, 2025

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYjUDGx1XeKPwWkWx7y0Z2ViyNU36yAoaIp1HEpTtW0RgN5Q/viewform
https://rc-1.nyspi.org/surveys/?s=9M3Y8PNLKFEDLR9D
https://active.totalwebcasting.com/register?cpak=2104483132134135


The Department's Bureau of Tobacco Control (BTC) administers the state's Tobacco Control
Program (TCP) to reduce illness, disability and death related to tobacco use and secondhand

smoke exposure, and to alleviate the social and economic burdens caused by tobacco use. The
TCP uses an evidence-based, policy-driven approach to decrease tobacco and nicotine initiation
by youth, motivate adults that use tobacco to quit with evidence-based methods, and eliminate

exposure to secondhand smoke and aerosols. The components of the TCP's comprehensive
approach include tobacco-free communities, health systems that facilitate tobacco and nicotine

dependence treatment, cessation support and services, and paid and earned media

The TCP uses the most current research findings to drive program activities, works
collaboratively with state and national partners to meet program goals, promotes policy change
through evidence-based strategies that alter social norms and make tobacco and nicotine use
less desirable, less acceptable and less accessible, and systematically evaluates its efforts to

maximize impact and improve outcomes.

Applications Due: November 26, 2019 by 4:00 PM

.
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Treat, Cure and Eliminate: Advancing Health Equity Among People Living with
Hepatitis C

Request for Applications

Applications Due: November 14, 2025, by 4:00 PM ET

In order to apply for this Request for Applications, eligible applicants must be
prequalified
in the Statewide Financial System and must submit an application via the Statewide
Financial System.

Component A: Health Systems for a Tobacco-
Free NY

Learn More

Learn More

Funding Opportunities 

The New York State Department of Health,
Division of Chronic Disease Prevention,

Tobacco Control Program announces the
availability of funds to organizations that will

work to engage health care systems to
improve the delivery of guideline concordant

care for Tobacco Use Disorders (including
nicotine dependent conditions), through

systems and policy change at the health care
organization level.

https://www.health.ny.gov/funding/rfa/20707/
https://www.health.ny.gov/funding/rfa/inactive/18360/

