THE NEW YORK STATE ASSOCIATION FOR RURAL HEALTH

- OCTOBER 2025 NEWSLETTER

Welcome New Executive Director Jennifer Muthig !

The NYS Association for Rural Health is thrilled to announce that Jennifer Muthig has been
selected to be the Executive Director. Jennifer brings more than two decades of experience
in legislative affairs, healthcare, and community engagement and a deep commitment to
strengthening rural health across New York.

“I am honored to join this incredible community and continue the vital work of advancing
health equity across rural New York,” Jennifer said. “In the months ahead, I'm eager to meet
our members, listen and learn about the challenges you face, and build on the strong
foundation that's already been laid. Together, we can deepen partnerships, amplify rural
voices, and ensure every community has access to the care and resources it needs to
thrive.”

Her enthusiasm has been met with equal excitement from colleagues across the country. Alan Morgan, Chief Executive
Officer of the National Rural Health Association, shared, “We are excited to see Jennifer take the helm. Her extensive
experience in community development and her commitment to improving rural health outcomes make her an
outstanding choice to lead one of our nation’s most respected state rural health associations.”

Board President Alison Coates added, “Jennifer’s leadership, vision, and passion for rural health are exactly what we need
at this exciting moment in our growth.”

We're looking forward to this next chapter of connection, collaboration, and advocacy under Jennifer's leadership.
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Senator Patricia M. McGee Award

The Senator Patricia M. McGee Rural Health Worker Award is given to an individual who has made an outstanding
contribution of major significance to improve the health of rural populations. The Award was renamed for Senator
McGee in recognition of the late Senator’s unyielding commitment to improving rural residents’ quality of life
through legislation which will have a positive impact for many years to come.

Dr. Gary Ogden Rural Health Practitioner of the Year Award

The Rural Health Practitioner award recognizes a rural clinical Practitioner of any level or specialty. Candidates for
this award should exhibit the same qualities we witnessed in Dr. Gary Ogden; a passion for life, selfless dedication
to their community, organization, and especially, their patients; a strong sense of truth, and the conviction, belief,
and action to make dreams a reality.

Outstanding Rural Health Program

This award recognizes a community-wide, regional or statewide rural health program involving one or more health
care professionals, or entities that promote or facilitate the development of the rural health care delivery system.
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2026 Public Health Partnership

Conference

April 22-24,2026 ...

Lake Placid, N

Call for Abstracts
This year's theme is "Advancing Health Equity Together Through Innovation and Communication"

Abstracts are due by 11:59 P.M. Thursday, November 13, 2025

Topics for Presentation
The Public Health Partnership Conference seeks presentations on the topics listed below with suggested areas noted.
Presentations are encouraged that address innovative interventions, best practices, and achievements under these topics:
e Workforce and Leadership Development
e Communication Strategies and Making the Case for Public Health Practice
o Return on Investment for Public Health
¢ Use of Data, Technology and Al in Public Health Practice
o Digital Inclusion/equity for diverse populations (focus on digital health literacy)
e Collaborative Local Partnerships to Drive Health Outcomes
¢ Environmental Health Equity and Preparedness - Prevention and Implementation
o Climate and Health to Improve the Lives of Communities
e Focus on Prevention Agenda Priority Areas
e Policy into Practice: Focus on Implementing Public Health Policy

*Qther areas of public health may also be submitted but priority will be given to those meeting the above topic areas.

Abstract Submission Format Options
Presentations that allow participants to leave with replicable skills and that allow interaction with time for Q&A will be
prioritized. Submissions that are innovative are also strongly encouraged. The following formats are eligible for submission

Breakout Session

The presenter(s) will organize the presentation and supporting materials for a captivating session for 15-20 minutes.
Presentations will be grouped with 3 others unless otherwise requested. Session length will allow enough time to engage with
the audience for discussion and Q&A at the end.

Poster Presentation

Public health professionals are invited to submit abstracts for poster presentation during one 60-minute session. Poster must
be staffed/presented by a minimum of one author during the session. (Note: This is a separate call from the student poster
session. There will be a call for student only posters in February 2026.)

How to Submit
All concurrent proposals must be submitted online via our abstract submission website (button below).

Submissions must be made by 11:59pm on November 13, 2025. Submissions sent via email will not be considered.


https://app.oxfordabstracts.com/auth?redirect=/events/76180/committee/decisions/submissions
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LGBTQ+
Education: The
Complexities of

Identities

Presenter:
Scott Fearing

When: Oct 16, 2025
Where: Zoom

Register Here

Mental Health First Aid for Older Adults, 10/16/2025, 10AM-
6PM, Old Forge Public Library (Old Forge, NY)

o Provided by: Central New York AHEC

o Register: https://forms.gle/XNyhBvyLukGQQVL5A

o Contact: orion@cnyahec.org

Mental Health First Aid Training, 10/17/2025, 8:30AM-5PM,
Universal Primary Care (Olean, NY)

o Provided by: NY FarmNet & Universal Primary Care

o Register: https://cals.cornell.edu/nyfarmnet/trainings-events
Mental Health First Aid for Older Adults, 10/21-10/22/2025,
8:30AM-12:30PM (each day), Paul Nigra Center for Creative
Arts (Gloversville, NY)

o Provided by: Hudson Mohawk AHEC

o Register: https://OA-MHFA-PNC.eventbrite.com

o Contact: bhansson@hmahec.org

Mental Health First Aid for Older Adults, 10/23/2025, 9AM-
3PM, GereBlock (Syracuse, NY)

o Provided by: Central New York AHEC

o Register: https://forms.gle/XNyhBvyLukGQQVL5A

o Contact: orion@cnyahec.org
Mental Health First Aid, 10/29/2025, 8:30AM-5PM, Catholic
Charities Training Center (Herkimer, NY)

o Provided by: NY FarmNet & Herkimer County HealthNet

o Register: https://cals.cornell.edu/nyfarmnet/trainings-events

November 2025:

A,

Caring for the Caregiver webinar, 11/18/2025, 9-10AM, Zoom
o Provided by: Hudson Mohawk AHEC
o Register:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/O4RGB3IWQma-
i919dNLOrA#/registration

Upcoming Webinars
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Friendly:

Go Local

Now Accepting Proposals for Cohort 3

The Health Foundation for Western & Central New York

invites proposals for the next cohort of Age-Friendly: Go m
Local, a funding and technical support opportunity for S TRANECHEMION
grassroots and community-based organizations who are E
: . . . niEx
working to build age-friendly neighborhoods that promote oUTo0OR SPACES
the health of all people. The program is funded by the \ ﬂm
Health Foundation, and technical assistance and program e

[ ]
m AGE-FRIENDLY
Hal] COMMUNITY SUPPORT COMMUNITIES
Med|C|ne. & HEALTH SERVICES

administration are provided by the New York Academy of

RESPECT & SOCIAL
INCLUSION

Age-friendly is a framework that promotes the health and
well-being of residents throughout their lives, with

particular attention to enhancing the inclusion, S amiovment 2
participation, and well-being of older adults.

e Age-friendly environments are accessible, equitable,
. . . Learn More
inclusive, safe, secure, and supportive.

COMMUNICATION
£ INFORMATION

Funding Opportunity - NYS Department of Health

Treat, Cure and Eliminate: Advancing Health Equity
Among People Living with Hepatitis C

%ﬂ DEPartmEnt Request for Applications

TE [ of Health

- Applications Due: November 14, 2025, by 4:00 PM ET

Learn More
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