
Partnering with the NYS Children’s Environmental Health Center 
Sandra Jee, Augusta Williams, Olivia Malvasi, Perry Sheffield, 

Jennifer D. Becker, Kelly Galloway
September 20, 2024 



AGENDA

Introductions Perry Sheffield

CEHC Activities in 
Rural Areas 

Kelly Galloway/Olivia Malvasi/Augusta 
Williams/Sandy Jee/Jen Becker

Q & A and audience feedback on rural CEH needs and 
collaboration opportunities



Learning Objectives

1) Understand the services of the NYS Children’s 
Environmental Health Center Network

2) Learn about current NYSCHECK outreach in rural counties
3) Identify specific effects of climate change on children's 
environmental health









NYSCHECK.org



Climate Health Risks
in New York State



2024 NYSCHECK 
Summer Academy
Extreme Heat and Climate Change 
Advocacy



Capital Region



• The objective of the project is to use data to better understand the 
health landscape in the Albany/ North country CEHC region and to 
identify areas of high risk for future efforts to be directed. 

• Housing Identified as severe problem

• What’s next? 

• On going project to identify CBOs who can assist in addressing 
housing issues 

• Target resources to specific counties/ regions of concern

Using Health Indicator Data to Better Understand Capital 
Region/ North Country Region



Prescriptions for Preventions
Resources for Families on 
Environmental Concerns 

• Information for families on environmental concerns with steps for reducing the exposure 
and resources to help





Central NY



Leveraging 
Networks through 
County Health 
Agencies:

Healthy 
Neighborhoods 
Programs



Leveraging 
Networks 
through Rural 
County Health 
Agencies:

Additional 
Strategies

Partnering with Lewis County 
Department of Social 
Services and Summer Youth 
Employment Programs

Attending County Fairs and 
Community Events



Finger Lakes



How does Climate Change affect 
Lead Exposure?

• Flooding can:
-Deteriorate lead paint
-Prompt unsafe repairs and 
renovation
-Cause increased lead exposure in 
soil

• Higher temperatures result in greater 
lead exposure

• Wildfires re-mobilize lead already 
present in the environment



www.urmc.rochester.edu/childrens-hospital/lead-poisoning-resource-center/finger-lakes-lead-
summit.aspx

http://www.urmc.rochester.edu/childrens-hospital/lead-poisoning-resource-center/finger-lakes-lead-summit.aspx
http://www.urmc.rochester.edu/childrens-hospital/lead-poisoning-resource-center/finger-lakes-lead-summit.aspx


Results of Finger Lakes 
Lead Summit (so far!)

Livingston 
County

exploring partnerships

Ontario County
applying for FY24

Lead Hazard
Reduction Grant

Chemung, Livingston, Ontario,
Schuyler, Seneca, Wayne, Yates



Western NY



Western New York 
Region
Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, Genesee, Niagara, 
Orleans, Wyoming

9/4/2024

Rachel Roberson, MPH 
Program Coordinator 
rjrobers@buffalo.edu

Michelle Larimore, MPH 
Program Coordinator 
mlarimor@buffalo.edu

Sarah Ventre, MD, MPH
Director
sventre@upa.chob.edu



Rural
Outreach

• Creating database of 
agencies in WNY addressing 
CEH

• Meeting about resources and 
gaps

• Providing supplies to support 
programs in all WNY counties





Extreme Heat Safety tips

• For babies

• For children

• During pregnancy

• For student athletes  

https://nyscheck.org/rx/

https://nyscheck.org/rx/


Healthy Kids in Healthy Places
Evaluation
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