
Rural Health Champions of the Year 
Highlighting Our Heroes 

Criteria and Nomination Form 

The Adirondack Health Institute and Fort Drum Regional Health Planning Organization are excited to offer a 
one-week virtual learning symposium for 2021, combining the state’s premier telehealth conference 

brought to you by the North Country Telehealth Partnership, with the AHI Leadership Summit.  

Emerging from a Year of Change: An Opportunity to Rebuild and Reimagine 

Please take the opportunity to nominate an individual who demonstrates leadership and provides 
exceptional care to community members within the seven counties of the Adirondack Rural Health 

Network. Nominations will be accepted from Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Warren, and 
Washington Counties. 

Criteria: 
This year we are looking for individuals who showed exemplary selflessness and leadership 
in their work.  Must be an individual (provider or non-provider) delivering outstanding care in 
the community. 
• Individuals must be making a lasting contribution to the rural health care system in one of the

seven counties ARHN serves.
• The individual cannot be a prior Rural Health Champion.

Each organization may make one nomination for consideration on behalf of their agency/institution.  The 
nominee does not have to be an individual within that organization but should be someone they are aware 
of who meets the above criteria. You are encouraged to nominate individuals based upon your knowledge 
of their work across Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Warren, and Washington Counties. Thank 

you for recognizing someone who has made a significant contribution to rural health. 

Champions will be recognized during the 
2021 North Country Leadership Summit 

September 13th – 17th, 2021! 

Please fill out the following information about the Nominee: (Please type or print) 

Nominee Name & Title: 

Email: 

Practice/Organization Name: 

Years of Service in Region: 

Address:   



Name of Organization Nominating:   

Name of Individual Nominating:   

Phone: E-mail:  

Narrative: Please provide a summary of why you feel this person should be nominated: 
(Excerpts from this nomination will be read during the award ceremony.) 

Nominations should be returned to the contact below by Friday, August 6, 2021. 
Sara Deukmejian,  

Adirondack Rural Health Network (ARHN) Program Manager 
100 Glen Street, Glens Falls, NY 12801 

sdeukmejian@ahihealth.org 

mailto:sdeukmejian@ahihealth.org
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Barry has been a leader in the field of behavioral health since before behavioral health was recognized by the medical community.  He has strong skills as a collaborator and facilitator, helping Network members find common ground and shared strategic direction.



Barry is forward-thinking and has brought innovation to the North Country in the areas of integrated services, Peer supports, Social Determinants of Health and value based payment.



A strong advocate, Barry has been a leader for advocacy in both Albany and Washington.  He understands how governement policies are developed and helps both NCBHN and NYSARH members educate lawmakers more effectively.



Barry is a staunch supporter of rural communities, people and lifestyles.  He understands that rural is not small urban, but rather has its own culture and values, which Barry shares.  An avid outdoorsman, Barry also serves the North Country as a volunteer with Ski Patrol.



As Barry retires from NCBHN I think it is appropriate to recognize him for 'making a lasting contribution to the rural health care system'.  I can think of few others who have done more.


